Free Clinic Receives Funding for Hygiene Program from Dental Benevolence Fund
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A second donation this year from the local Dental Benevolence Fund has helped the Free Clinic further expand its new hygiene program. The Dental Benevolence Fund contributed over $12,000 last year to hire a part-time hygienist in the Free Clinic’s Dental Program.

“This is the first time we’ve been able to officially hire someone for this role,” states Michelle Brauns, Executive Director. “Having a paid staff member provides a greater continuity of care that all patients truly need. We will also continue to rely on our community hygiene volunteers and students who are enrolled in local programs. They have given us countless hours of service over the years and will now be managed directly by our new hygienist.”

Besides routine dental cleanings and x-rays, the staff hygienist will teach patients about proper dental hygiene and educating patients about cleaning techniques. Currently, all Free Clinic patients receive oral health education and dental student volunteers are required to conduct this education as a pre-requisite for their volunteer tenure at the Clinic. The staff hygienist will now oversee these students. With appropriate education, the Free Clinic hopes to improve the overall health of patients. 

