Free Clinic of the New River Valley Honored with Virginia Health Care Foundation (VHCF) Unsung Hero Teamwork Award

July, 2008 

The Unsung Hero Teamwork Award recognizes extraordinary teams and remarkable employees who are committed to providing primary health care to uninsured Virginians and those in medically underserved areas.  These Unsung Heroes are role models who have provided excellent service, commitment and dedication to an organization that has received a Virginia Health Care Foundation grant.

After several years of operating as entirely separate entities, the Free Clinics that serve Virginians in the New River Valley have demonstrated tremendous teamwork by collaborating to create the Free Clinic Consortium of the New River Valley. Now, with a common membership card in place and significant system changes, patients are welcome at all three clinics, giving them access to an expanded array of services and more hours of care each week.

Without the extraordinary teamwork and dedication from the volunteers and staff at the Free Clinic of the New River Valley, the Pulaski County Free Clinic and the Pro Bono Program of the Mental Health Association, this level of achievement and cohesion would not be possible. In May of 2008 the Unsung Heroes were honored at VHCF's annual Heroes in Health Care event in Richmond. 

Initiated in 1992 by the Virginia General Assembly and its Joint Commission on Health Care and built on public/private partnerships, VHCF touches the lives of thousands of Virginians every day. Every initiative undertaken or funded by the VHFC shares the same focus -- making primary health care more available to uninsured and medically underserved Virginians.
