Free Clinic of the New River Valley Awarded Grant from the Virginia Health Care Foundation 
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The Free Clinic of the New River Valley received funding from the Virginia Health Care Foundation (VHFC) to expand hours of operation at its Giles Satellite Free Clinic.

The Clinic was awarded $37,878 for its Nurse Practitioner Project which allows the Clinic to expand hours from 20 to 32 through the hiring of a second part-time Nurse Practitioner. The nurse practitioner will provide medical care, surgical referrals to specialists and ongoing acute and chronic care to the Clinic’s uninsured population.

“This generous expansion grant will allow uninsured patients to have better access to medical care in Giles County,” states Executive Director Michelle Brauns. “For three years the Free Clinic has been overwhelmed by the need but could only provide part-time hours at the Clinic. This will truly enhance the program by providing additional Clinic hours for patient appointments.” 

Since October 2007, the Giles Satellite Clinic has served almost 900 patients from Giles and Bland Counties and some West Virginia residents, providing close to 9,000 medical visits. The care is provided thanks to many local volunteer medical practitioners and the free services provided by Carilion Giles Community Hospital. 

The Giles Satellite Clinic continues to seek local volunteers (both medical and non-medical) and donations for sustainability. Contact the Giles Clinic at 540-921-3502 for more information.

The Virginia Health Care Foundation (www.vhcf.org) was established in 1992 to make primary health care more accessible to uninsured and medically underserved Virginians.

